
Peaine Township Regular Meeting-July 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Peaine Township Hall. 
 
Members present: Jack Gallagher, Colleen Martin, Larry Kubic, Pete LoDico,              
Paul Welke 
 
MOTION Welke, second Kubic to approve the June 10, 2009 minutes with the changing 
of the motion concerning Committee relationships and possible conflict of interest issues 
to read MOTION Welke, second LoDico to form a committee that will produce insight 
and guidelines for the Peaine Township Board in its relationships with Peaine Township 
commissions, Committees and Boards and address the concerns about Conflicts of 
Interest matters. This work to be done with the assistance and counsel of the Township 
attorney. Motion approved. 
 
MOTION Welke, second Kubic to approve the payment of the current bills presented. 
Motion approved. 
 
MOTION Welke, second LoDico to approve the creation of an Ad Hoc Committee to 
resolve the Conflict of Interest issues. Motion approved. Paul Welke and Larry Kubic 
will serve on this committee and three other members will be appointed at the next 
regular meeting. 
 
MOTION Welke, second Kubic to approve to reduce the Peaine Township Budget by  
$31,800.00. Motion approved. 
 
The Peaine Township Board supports the Charlevoix County’s ORV Ordinance, which 
will allow ORV operation on all township roads except Kings Highway from the four 
corners to the St. James Township line. 
 
MOTION LoDico, second Kubic to authorize the creation of a High Speed  Internet 
Committee to include members from the Beaver Island Community School, the 
Lighthouse School, Peaine Township, St. James Township, Beaver Island Library, 
Beaver Island Medical Center, Beaver Island Fire Department and other organizations to 
file grant applications for High Speed Internet. Motion approved. 
 
MOTION LoDico, second Kubic to accept the Resolution establishing a Beaver Island 
Human Services Commission, and the Resolution establishing the Beaver Island Natural 
Resources and Eco-Tourism Commission, 
 
          Resolution Establishing a Beaver Island Human Services Commission 
 
Whereas, Beaver Island has senior citizens in need of various types of assistance such as 
meals on wheels, financial assistance, housekeeping, medical visits, and other types of 
aid to build a higher quality of life, and 
 
Whereas Beaver Island has other citizens who from time to time need assistance with 
meals, housing, finances and other types of resources, and 



 
Whereas, there are agencies on the mainland who provide these services or do not always 
think of Beaver Island or make Beaver Island aware of services or do not make certain 
services available on Beaver Island, and 
 
Whereas Beaver Island residents constantly demonstrate a willingness to help provide for 
those in need, and 
 
Whereas these concerned residents and those who are in need would be aided in 
obtaining additional funding and services by a strong voice speaking for the island, 
 
Now therefore, be it resolved as follows: 
 
There is hereby established, the Human Services Commission which shall have the 
following duties and responsibilities: 

1. Identify and prioritize the island’s human needs. 
2. Identify sources for providing for those needs. 
3. Advocate for the island with federal, state, tribal, county, and non-profits and 

work toward providing for the needs of islanders. 
4. Advocate for those individuals who need services, which are not currently being 

provided. 
5. Assist when requested by those on the island already providing services with 

finding sources of additional funding. 
6. Add additional duties and responsibilities as the Commissioners determine are 

necessary from time to time. 
 
The Commission shall be formed as follows: 

1. The Commission shall consist of seven commissioners selected in the following 
manner: 

A. Peaine Township shall appoint one representative to the Commission. 
B. St. James Township shall appoint one representative to the Commission. 
C. A representative of the Beaver Island Rural Health Center, a 

representative of Hospice, a representative from the Beaver Island School, 
and the island representative to the Council on Aging shall also be named 
Commissioners, each appointed by their own organization. 

D. The Commissioners shall meet and select one additional commissioner. 
2. At the first meeting of the Commission, commissioners shall draw for one, two or  

three year terms so that the terms shall be staggered so that terms expire every 
year. 

       3. The Commission shall report to the Townships annually the activities of the      
           Commission, and if the Commissioners determine that funds are needed, the  
           Commission shall provide to the Township any proposed budget annually and  
           Provide an annual financial report. 

4. The Commissioners shall select the following officers: a chair, a vice-chair, and a 
secretary. Officers shall serve two-year terms. 



5. The Commission shall keep minutes of all meetings. The Commission shall 
operate under the Open Meetings Act and Freedom of Information Act, and HIPA 
privacy rules. 

 
 
                     Resolution Establishing the Beaver Island Natural Resources  
                                                and Eco-Tourism Commission                                     

 
Whereas, Beaver Island has abundant beautiful and accessible natural resources, and 
 
Whereas, Beaver Island has a need for increased tourism to provide economic 
development for the island including but not limited to business for restaurants, island 
shops, and lodging establishments, and 
 
Whereas, the Island has an opportunity to provide for a unique wilderness experience, 
and 
 
Whereas, Beaver Island needs to plan for tourism growth in a way that will provide 
economic development and preserve our beautiful and valuable natural resources and 
 
Whereas, a strong foundation for economic development exist in the assets already 
present on the island, and 
 
Whereas, the fastest growing sector of the tourism industry is eco-tourism, 
encompassing such experiences as bird watching, hiking, cross country skiing, 
mountain biking, kayaking, and nature walks, and 
 
Whereas Central Michigan University, our Lake Michigan shoreline, our dunes our 
forests, and our inland lakes provide exciting opportunities for preservation and 
ecotourism, Now, therefore, 
 
It is hereby resolved by the Townships of St. James and Peaine and there is 
established the Beaver Island Natural Resources and Eco-tourism Commission. 
 
The commission shall engage in the following activities: 
1. Obtain an inventory and needs and assets assessment for Island resources. 
2. Identify areas for expanded and/or improved trails for nature walks. Propose 

improvements, which would enhance the experience in those areas, such as 
boardwalks, benches viewing areas, picnic tables, maps, signage, trail markers, 
brochures, and other such improvements. 

3. Identify bird watching opportunities on the island and locations where 
improvements such as viewing stations, viewing equipment could be located and 
informational brochures, which could be created. 

4. Identify potential forest trails where forestland could be preserved, and identify 
old growth access sites. 



5. Advocate for preservation of areas where our natural resources should be 
preserved to enhance our eco-tourism opportunities and to maintain the unique 
beauty of Beaver Island. 

6. Provide opportunities to appreciate the ecology of wetlands. 
7. Develop a plan for promoting preservation on the island, working with state, 

county, federal, and local governments and private agencies engaged in 
preservation. 

8. Develop a plan for promoting as a unique opportunity for an eco-tourism 
experience. Such plan might include opportunity for guided nature walks, self-
guided trips, classroom study, and nature photography. Work with state, federal 
and other agencies engaged in the promotion of tourism. 

9. Share ideas and plans with the public and obtain public input. 
10. Foster improved understanding of our sensitive natural resources and habitat by 

Islanders and visitors. 
11. Engage in other activities as determined from time to time to further the purpose 

of preservation of the Island’s natural resources and promoting eco-tourism. 
 
The Commission shall be formed as follows: 
1. Peaine Township shall name one member of the public to the commission. 
2. St. James Township shall name one member of the public to the commission. 
3. An additional eight members shall be appointed from the following organizations: 

a representative from Central Michigan University, a representative from the 
Beaver Island Wildlife Club, a representative from the Beaver Island Association, 
a representative from the Trails Committee, a representative from the Tribe, a 
representative from the planning commissions of each township, a representative 
from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. A member may be 
appointed who represents more than on of the above interested organizations. If 
any organization has no interested member, then the Commission can elect to fill 
that slot as provided in paragraph 4 below. 

4. Those ten appointed commissioners shall name an eleventh person to serve on the 
Commission. The Commissioners can elect to add additional members with 
certain areas of expertise in natural resource preservation or eco-tourism. 

5. The commissioners shall serve three-year terms. Upon initial organization, the 
first terms shall be staggered so that the initial commissioners serve1, 2 or 3 year 
terms, so that terms are expiring annually. 

6. The Commissioners shall elect a chair, vice-chair, and secretary who shall serve 
two-year terms. 

 
If the commission needs any funds, such funding request shall be presented to the 
townships and the commission shall prepare an annual budget and annual financial 
statement for presentation to the townships. 
 
The Commission’s meetings shall comply with the Open Meetings Act and any 
additional regulations regarding meetings provided by the townships. The Commission 
shall also comply with the Freedom of Information Act. The Commission shall make all 



efforts to keep the public informed and to make meetings convenient and open to the 
public.   
Motion approved. 
 
MOTION Welke, second Kubic to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. Motion approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


